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Chapter 3- Fibre to Fabric 

Assignment no 3 

 A fibre is a hair like strand from which all fabrics are made. 

 Types of Fibre: 

There are two types of fibres:- 

1. Natural Fibre- Fibres obtained from plants and animals are called natural fibre. 

e.g:- cotton, silk, wool, etc. 

2. Man- Made Fibre- Fibres made by man using chemicals are called man- made 

fibres. e.g:- rayon, nylon, etc. 

 Wool is obtained from the fleece of sheep, camel, yak or the hair of rabbits and goats. 

 Shearing: The removal of fleece from a sheep is called shearing. 

 Scouring: The fleece is moved through tubs filled with soapy water to remove dust, dirt 

and grease. 

 Dying: It is died in different colours. 

 Carding: Carding is a mechanical process that disentangles, cleans and 

intermixes fibres to produce a continuous web or sliver suitable for subsequent 

processing. 

 Spinning: Fibre spinning is a process in which an extruded liquid polymer filament is 

continuously drawn and simultaneously solidified to form a continuous synthetic fibre.  

 Sericulture: Rearing of silkworm and the production of silk. Sericulture began in China in 

about 3000 BCE.  

 Raw silk is spun into silk yarn from which silk cloth is woven or knitted. 

 A female silk moth lays hundreds of eggs at a time. These eggs are warmed to a 

temperature suitable for hatching. This is known as incubation. 

 Pure silk fibre has great absorptivity which makes it appeal items cool in the summer and 

warm in the winter. It is used for making clothes, curtains, etc. 



 Workers in the silk industry often suffer from ill health due to exposure to vapour of 

boiling water in which coccons are boiled. 

 People working in the wool industry sometimes gets infected by a bacterium called 

Anthrax. It leads to a total blood disease called Sorter’s disease. 

                           
 

 

 Answer the following in short: 

1. What are natural fibres? 

Ans: The fibres obtained from plants and animals are called natural fibres. 

2. Name three plant fibres. 

Ans: Three plant fibres are cotton, jute and flex. 

3. What property of silk makes it so attractive? 

Ans: Silk is durable fabric has lustre and can be worn in both summer as well as 

winter. These property of silk make it attractive. 

4. Can shearing hurt the sheep? 



Ans: Shearing does not hurt a sheep. It is just like getting a hair cut. 

5. Write two uses of silk. 

Ans: Two uses of silk are: 

i. It is mainly used in the manufacture of clothing such as ties, shirt, folk 

costumes etc. 

ii. It is also used as a fabric for curtains, rugs(kaaleen) and bedding such as 

sheets. 

 Answer the following in detail: 

1. How does wool fibre help in keeping our body warm? 

Ans: Woollen clothes keep us warm during winter because wool is a poor conductor 

of heat and it has air trapped in between the fibres. It is able to react to fluctuations in 

our body temperature due to tiny pockets of air within the fibres that circulate heat. 

2. What is meant by shearing? 

Ans: The removal of fleece from a sheep is called shearing. It can be done manually 

with a large razor or with a shearing machine. It is usually done twice a year in spring 

and autumn season. It does not hurt the sheep as the process is just like shaving. 

3. Explain the different stages of silkworm. 

Ans: Silkworms go through four stages of development as do most insects: egg, larva, 

pupa and adult. The adult stage is the silkworm moth. The female silk moth lays eggs. 

The larvae or caterpillars hatch from the eggs of the silk moth. These silkworms feeds 

on fresh mulberry leaves where it grows in size and then becomes a pupa. In the pupa 

stage it weaves a net to hold itself. A few weeks later the cocoon opens and an adult 

moth comes out. 

4. What is meant by carding of wool? 

Ans: Converting wool in the form of thin fibres is called the process of carding. The 

wool is untangled with the help of either small hand cards or machines. This is just 



like combing hair. After carding the wool becomes softer and also attains the good 

length. 

5. How do we get wool from sheep? 

Ans: Wool is obtained from fleece of sheep. Process of obtaining wool from sheep 

are: 

i. Rearing- Sheep are reared mainly for their wool. They are ainly reared in 

areas with low rainfall. 

ii. Shearing- The removal of fleece from a sheep is called shearing. 

iii. Scouring- The fleece is moved through tubs filled with soapy water to 

remove dust, dirt and grease. 

iv. Dyeing- It is dyed in different colours. 

v. Carding- After carding wool becomes softer and also attains the good length. 

vi. Spinning- The wool takes the shape of yarn by the use of a spinning wheel. 

 

 

Assignment:- Draw the figure of  “Life cycle of silkworm.”(in classwork notebook) 

Write and learn question answer of Chapter 3 in classwork notebook. 

References:- NCERT and Seagull Learning. 


