
Class VIII 
Assignment 3 

New Voices: Literature Reader 
Find the book online: shorturl.at/ciADZ 
 

Instructions 
i. Write the question-answers in your copy and learn it. 
ii. Maintain separate copies for Grammar and Literature, as directed. 
 

Chapter 3  
Insert Knob A in Hole B 

 
Summary 

Isaac Asimov-(02.01.1920-06.04.1992) was an American writer and professor of 
biochemistry at Boston University. He was known for his works of science fiction and popular 
science. Asimov was a prolific writer who wrote or edited more than five hundred books and 
an estimated ninety thousand letters and postcards. Asimov wrote hard science fiction. 
 
Insert Knob A in Hole B is a science fiction by Isaac Asimov. The story was first published in 
December 1957 issue of “The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction” and reprinted in the 
1969 collection Nightfall and Other Stories. The story takes place in a remote outpost. 
Where two men on a remote space station, which receives its equipment from earth 
unassembled, waste large amounts of time assembling the devices which are shipped to 
them, and they cannot adequately build the equipment because the shipments are 
accomplished by vague and confusing instructions. They eagerly await the arrival of a 
complex, sophisticated assembly robot that will do the job for them. 
Upon its arrival, they are not happy to find out that the robot had been shipped unassembled 
and accompanied by vague, confusing instructions. 

 
Answer the following questions: 

1. Tick the right answer 
Woodbury and Hansen were facing problems because-  

a. They were alone in the space station. 
b. They were not sufficiently trained. 
c. They were short of hands. 
d. They had to assemble everything manually. 

Ans.  (D) They had to assemble everything manually. 
2. How does the author lead up to the punchline at the end of the story? (And there 

within it were 500 separate species - and 1 blurred and ambiguous direction sheet for 
assemblage.) 
Ans.  Hansen and Woodbury had complained that they had to assemble all the 
equipment with their own hands with blurred and ambiguous direction sheets. They 
were sent a robot that would do all the assembling henceforth. But the irony (an 
unusual situation that seems strange or amusing) was that the robot came in 500 
pieces which they had to assemble with a blurred and ambiguous direction sheet, 
once again. 

https://books.google.co.in/books?id=emIvDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA5&lpg=PA5&dq=no+music+before+mosque+full+story&source=bl&ots=_OGHMfXgjk&sig=ACfU3U0VKHkwxfGJIAx23nsuoukA17slhA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjz7JG959roAhULVH0KHX9zC-EQ6AEwCHoECAsQKQ#v=twopage&q&f=false


 
Fun with Grammar  

Chapter - 3 Verbs: Expressing the Past 

Simple Past Tense is a verb tense indicating an action that occurred in the past and which 
does not extend in the present. 

Uses of Simple Past 

1. We use the Simple Past Tense to express actions finished before the time of 
speaking. 

Example: We saw a horror movie last night. 

Where did you go last Sunday? 

2. We use it to express some past habit: 

Example: My Grandfather liked to water the plants every morning. 

3. We also use it to express an action that took place over a period of time in the past. 

Example: I lived in a rented house for ten years.  

Past Continuous Tense or Past Progressive Tense refers to a continuing action or state 
that was happening at some point in the past or past progressive tense. 

Uses of Past Continuous 

1. We use the past continuous tense to express an action in progress at some moment 
before the time of speaking. 

Example: It was raining hard at 6 o’clock last evening. 

What were you doing when the movie began? 

2. Very often we use the Simple Past and the Past Continuous together to suggest that 
something happened when another action was in progress. 

Example: He married Sonali when they were working together. 

Present Perfect is a grammatical combination of the Present Tense and Perfect aspect that 
is used to express a past event that has present consequences. 

Uses of Present Perfect 

1. We use the Present perfect tense to express an action that has just been completed. 

Example: Sudha- Have you heard from Mother? 

Rekha- I’ve just got a letter from her. 

2. We also use it to express an action completed sometime in the past but linked with 
the present. The action in the past has a result now. 

Example: They have lived in Nainital for ten years. 



3. We can use the present perfect tense with just ( a very short time ago), already 
(something happened sooner than expected) and yet (until now, yet is normally used 
in questions and negative sentences). 

Example: No, thanks. I’ve just taken a glass of milk. 

I’ve already invited him. 

I’ve received the order but I haven’t completed it yet. 

If a past action is linked with the present, we express it in the Present Perfect Tense. 

Exercise 1 

Rewrite the following passage using the Simple Past or the Past Perfect Tense of the 
verbs given in the brackets: 

When Marco Polo and his two companions ___________ (reach) back Italy in 1295, nobody 
___________ (recognised) them. They ___________ (be) away for about twenty-four years 
and ___________ (almost forget) how to speak Italian. Their families ___________ (give) 
them up for dead. Marco Polo ___________ (tell) his people strange stories about the things 
he ___________ (see) in China. He ___________ (say) the Chinese ___________ (not 
write) over their books by hand, they ___________ (print) them. At that time no one in Italy 
___________ (ever hear) of printing.So people ___________ (find) it difficult to belive Marco 
Polo. 

Exercise 2 

Rewrite the following sentences using the Simple Past or the Present Perfect Tense of the 
verbs given in the brackets. 

1. Your performance in most of the subjects in good. But why (you secure) poor grades 
in Science? 

2. Doctor, I am sorry for disturbing you so early in the morning. My father (suddenly slip) 
in the verandah and I’m afraid, he (hurt) his right leg. 

3. The air hostess (lock) the doors of the plane. It is soon going to take off. 
4. ‘’ You (understand) the lesson? I (bring) some comprehension questions for you to 

answer. I am sure you will find them quite easy,’’ (say) the teacher. 
5. I am sorry I (not see) your water bottle. Perhaps you (leave) it in the playground. 

When you last (drink) water from it? 
6. When I (be) a child, my father (take) me to visit almost all the historical places of 

Delhi but I (not see) the Red Fort yet. 
7. A customer (come) to the shop early in the morning and (buy) a bunch of bananas. 

 

Coursebook 

Read Chapter 1 (My Lost Dollar) and do all the exercises, given in the book itself. 


