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English 

Assignment III 
Text Book: Literature Reader 
Read the Chapter – 3. How Music Was Fetched out of Heaven 
Summary of the Chapter – This chapter is based on a tale of how music came down 
to Earth from heaven. The feelings of the characters in this story are  beautifully 
expressed and brought to life by its author Barbara Ritchie. 
Once upon a time there was no trace of music in the world. People didn't even know 
what is music or how does it feel to one's ears. All they heard of-were some nasty 
cries of babies at night and that of women in the day. The world suffered in a 
profound silence. It wasn't a quiet place either. Nor there was a sense of peace. 
Tezcatlipoca, Lord of Matter spoke to Quetzalcoatl, the feathery Lord of Spirit, about 
the fate world was suffering from. He cried out that the world needs music. He 
ordered Quetzalcoatl to go to heaven and fetch music down to Earth because there 
ought to be music in every corner of the world. Tezcatlipoca suggested him to string 
a bridge and then nail it with stars to reach to the Sun. He told Quetzalcoatl that 
Quetzalcoatl would find the four musicians near the throne of the Sun. 
As suggested Quetzalcoatl became ready for the journey, but he was in dilemma 
whether the musicians would come down from heaven to Earth?  
Quetzalcoatl called the winds and they carried him to the Sun. Meanwhile at the 
heaven, the sun was surrounded by the four musicians playing and singing songs . 
All of them sang different types of songs like lullabies, songs of war , ballads of 
heaven and flute .  But this beauty of the songs sung by the musicians didn't teach 
the Sun to be generous . As the sun saw Quetzalcoatl approaching, he threatened 
the musicians keep quiet if they didn't want to leave that heaven and go to the dark, 
sad Earth . So  when Quetzalcoatl's irresistible voice called them they didn’t reply. 
But  he managed to bring the musicians down to Earth. Quetzalcoatl won their 
hearts by saving their lives from a lightning and thunder made by himself. The Sun's 
proud was shattered and he knew that he was defeated.  



With great pleasure and happiness, Quetzalcoatl returned with the four great 
musicians back to Earth. At first, the four of them also became sad by seeing the 
Earth's condition. But as they started playing their melodious music , the world 
danced in pleasure, fell in love and there was no one on the Earth who was sad 
again .  
From that day onwards there was music and rythm all over the world. Although no 
one saw where the musicians went , their footprints were still visible because of the 
impact they left on the people with their music . And like this all the people  started 
smiling as though all the grief had gone from the world. 
 
Word Meanings  
Trembled- to shake slightly  
Dismayed- to break down the courage of completely  
Squalling- cry noisily and continuously  
Groan- to show that you are unhappy about something  
Smugly- highly self-satisfied 
 
Answer the following questions:  
 
Q.1) Why did the world suffer in silence? 
 
Ans- The world suffered in silence because it was not a quiet and peaceful place . 
There occurred many types of noises which were unpleasant to hear and there was 
no music at all.   
 
Q.2) What sounds broke the silence of the world before Quetzalcoatl brought 
music to? Why were they unpleasant to the ear?  
Ans- The groan of the wind, the crash of the sea, the rumble of the lava in the 
throats of volcanoes and the grate of man’s plowshare through the stony ground 
broke the silence of the world before Quetzalcoatl brought music to it.  These 
sounds were unpleasant to hear because they were not peaceful and reflected the 
hardness of life and the great unfriendliness of silence. 
 
Q.3) In what ways did music change the life of the people? 



Ans-When the musicians came down from Heaven, they were dismayed by the 
sadness and silence of the Earth. But the moment they begin to play their music, the 
babies in the crib stopped squalling, women sighed with contentment, the man 
labouring in the field shook himself and the shadow of his sadness fell away 
.Children started to hum. Young men and women got up to dance and in dancing fell 
in love. Even the mourner at the graveside stopped crying. This is how music 
brought changes   in life of the people. 
Q.4) Compare and contrast the world without music and the world when the four 
musicians made it home. 
Ans- When there was no music in the world, people suffered in silence. Only the 
harsh and grim voices of nature could be heard. Hardness of life and the great 
unfriendliness of silence covered the whole atmosphere. But after the arrival of the 
heavenly musicians on the earth, life was all music-rhythms and refrains, falling 
cadences and fluting calls. Bright colours of music   filled every corner of earth. Every 
bird in the sky began to sing. The stream moved by with a musical ripple. The 
flowers turned up bright faces of red, yellow, white and blue. The winds learned 
love songs and ceased to howl and roar and groan. 
 
 
 

Section - Grammar 
 

Adjectives 
Exercise 3: Fill in the blanks with adjectives formed from the words given in the 
brackets: 
1. Mrs. Kappor’s ……………………behaviour with the children made her very 
………………. . (affection, popular) 
 
2. The principal gave a few ……………………suggestions. (practice) 
 
3. To be ……………………in life, it is not sufficient to acquire only ………………. 
knowledge. (succeed, book) 
 
4. We are greatly moved by the …………………treatment of the airport authorities.  
(sympathy) 



 
5. Poets have highly …………………minds. (imagine) 
 
6. Vinny is not only ……………………but ………………. also. (talk, mischief) 
 
7. India has made great progress in ……………………as well as ………………. 
sector. (agriculture, industry) 
 

Degrees of Comparison: 

Adjective of Quality has three degrees of comparison.  

They are:  
 
1. Positive degree   2. Comparative degree   3. Superlative degree 

1. Positive degree - 
 
When we speak about only one person or thing or when no comparison is 
made, we use the Positive degree.  

Example: 

This is an old woman. (This old woman is not being compared with any other 
woman. Hence we have used the positive degree.) 

This house is big. (In this sentence only one noun “The house" is talked about. Hence 
we have used the positive degree.) 

2. Comparative degree - 

When we compare two persons or two things with each other, we use 
Comparative degree. 

Example:  

This woman is older than the other. (Two old women are being compared. Hence we 
have used the comparative degree.) 



This flower is more beautiful than that. (The term “more beautiful" is comparative 
version of the term “beautiful".) 
 
We use than with the comparative degree of an adjective. 

3. Superlative degree - 

When we compare more than two persons or things with one another, we 
use Superlative degree.  

Example:  

This woman is the oldest of all. (More than two old women are being compared, 
hence we have used the superlative degree.) 

He is the most intelligent in this class.(The term “most intelligent" is superlative 
version of the term “intelligent".) 

 

 

 

 
Rules for forming Comparative and Superlative Adjectives 
Rules Positive Comparative Superlative 
Add –er for the 
comparative and –est for 
the superlative to positive 
degree 

Bright Brighter Brightest 

Add –r for the 
comparative  and –st for 
the superlative for 
adjectives ending in ‘e’ 

Fine Finer Finest 

Add –er for the 
comparative and  –est for 
the superlative to the 
adjectives ending in ‘y’ 
and has a consonant before 
it(change ‘y’ into ‘i’) 

Dry Drier Driest 



Add –er for the 
comparative and  –est for 
the superlative to the 
adjectives ending in a 
consonant with a vowel 
before it(double the 
consonant) 

Big Bigger Biggest 

Add –er for the 
comparative and  –est for 
the superlative to the 
adjectives ending in ‘y’ 

Grey Greyer Greyest 

Add more for the 
comparative and  most for 
the superlative before the 
adjectives 

active more active most active 

Some don’t follow above 
rules 

bad worse worst 
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Exercise 1: Fill in these blanks with the appropriate degree of comparison: 
1. Harish just won’t listen to his mother. He is becoming …………………………. 
(stubborn) as he is growing up. 
2. Birbal was one of the ……………………….. (wise) ministers in the court of King Akbar. 
3. Girish is definitely …………………………… (handsome) than his younger brother. 
4. It is ……………………………………. (important) to play a game fairly than to win. 
5. Vivek is the ………………………. (fast) bowler of the cricket team. 
6. The Earth is becoming ……………………. (hot) with every passing decade. 
7. The clown at this circus was ………………………… (funny) than the one last year. 
8. December is the ………………………………… (cold) month of the year. 
 


