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A S S I G N M E N T - 3 ,  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E ,  C L A S S  V I I I   

HISTORY 

Chapter 2 

From Traders to Rulers 

Answer the following questions 

Q.1. When was the Battle of Plassey fought? What effect did it have on the East India Company? 

Ans. Battle of Plassey was fought between the British and Nawab of Bengal Siraj Ud daulah in 1757. The 

Battle of Plassey paved the way a for the English conquest of Bengal and eventually the whole of India. 

Q.2. What were the terms of Wellesley's subsidiary Alliance? 

Ans. To achieve his political aims Wellesley relied on the system of Subsidiary Alliance. The terms of this 

policy were as follows: - 

• An Indian ruler entering a subsidiary Alliance with the British had to accept British forces in his 

territory and has to agree to pay for their maintenance. 

• Such a ruler would not form an Alliance with any other power than the British. 

• The ruler would acknowledge the East India Company as the supreme power in India. 

• In return the company undertook to protect the state from external dangers and internal 

disorders. 

• If the Indian rulers failed to make the payment required by the alliance, then part of their 

territory was to be taken away as a penalty. 

Q.3. Why was the Battle of Buxar fought and what was its impact on Bengal? 

Ans. After the Battle of Plassey there was a battle between Mir Qasim (Nawab of Bengal) and his allies - 

the Nawab of Oudh Sirajuddaula and Shah Allam 2 on one side and the British on the other side in 1764. 

The allies along with Mir Qasim were defeated by the company forces at Buxar. 

               It was one of the most decisive battles in Indian history. It made the East India Company the real 

masters of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

Q.4. What was the Dual System of Government? Who introduced it? 

Ans. After the victory of the English in Buxar, Robert Clive was appointed the Governor and commander in 

chief of the English possessions in Bengal. To settle the problem of administrating Bengal, he introduced 

the Dual System. According to this system, the real power of jurisdiction lay with the Company while the 

responsibility of administration was of the Nawab of Bengal.  
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Q.5. Describe the events leading to the annexation of Punjab. 

Ans. The death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1839 was followed by political instability in Punjab. This led to 

the British to look across the Sutlej. 

      In the first Anglo Sikh War the British defeated the Sikhs and established a puppet Government in 

Punjab. Ranjit Singh’s son Dalip Singh was recognised as the king. 

     The second Anglo Sikh war broke out when governor general Lord Dalhousie declared War on the 

Sikhs. The Sikhs were defeated and Punjab was annexed by the British in 1849. 

Q.6. Describe the reasons for the defeat of the Marathas by the British. 

Ans. The following were the reasons for the defeat of Marathas by the British – 

• Personal Avenges- After the end of first Anglo Maratha War the Maratha empire was taken care 

by five chiefs namely Peshwa, Gaikwad, Sindhias, Holkars and Bhosle. The rise of one chief was 

intolerable by the other and created many personal revenges among Marathas itself. 

• Greed for the seat of Peshwa – As Madhav Rao died, Raghunath Rao wanted to become the 

Peshwa for which he approached the Britishers seeking their help. 

• Lack of strong Central authority – as the Maratha confederacy where concentrating mainly on the 

central power they failed to co-ordinate as well as cooperate between them, leading to their 

defeat by the British. 

 

Q.7. Describe the four Anglo Mysore Wars briefly. 

Ans. First Anglo Mysore war 1767 -1769 - In 1765, Tipu Sultan banned the export of Sandalwood and 

Spices through the ports of his Kingdom. He also made friendly overtures to the French in India.All this 

made the company furious leading to the first war. Tipu Sultan and his father proved successful in 

defeating the British. 

Second Anglo Mysore war 1780 – 1784 - In this war too British East India Company was defeated by 

Tipu Sultan. 

Third Anglo Mysore War 1790 – 1792 - Britishers made alliances with the neighbouring Nizam of 

Hyderabad and the Marathas leading to the third Anglo Mysore war (1790-92). The French deserted 

Tipu. He was defeated in in this war. Thus, forcing him to sign a Treaty in 1792 that witnessed half of 

his Kingdom being confiscated. 

Fourth Anglo Mysore War 1799 – The Britishers once again sought to attack Mysore in 1799 leading 

to the fourth war. Tipu died fighting with all his valor. 

Q.8. Examine the policies of Lord Dalhousie aimed at annexation of Indian states. How far are 

annexationist policies being responsible for the Great Uprising? 
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Ans. Lord Dalhousie devised a policy called Doctrine of Lapse. He annexed many kingdoms under the 

doctrine of lapse for example Jhansi, Nagpur and Satara. Another pretext Dalhousie used to annex 

territories in India was mis government. For example, Nawab Wajid Ali Shah of Awadh was accused of 

misrule and reluctance to introduce reforms.  

      Yes, we can say that Lord Dalhousie’s annexation policies were one of the major cause responsible for 

the Great Uprising. His policies made the people of India and the rulers very disappointed find and angry 

which led to the first war of independence in 1857. 

 

  Q.9. On the political map of India point out the following places: - 

a) Jhansi 

b) Hyderabad 

c) Awadh 

d) Mysore  
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GEOGRAPHY 

CHAPTER 3 

NATURAL RESOURCES – WATER 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

 

Q.1. Why is water considered to be a flow resource? 

Ans. Water is a flow resource which is renewable and inexhaustible. It is because water is renewed, 

recycled and recharged through water cycle. 

Q.2. State the uses of water as a resource. 

Ans. We need water for drinking cooking washing and cleaning. We require adequate supply of water for 

growing crops for stop it is also required industries for various purposes. 

Q.3. State any three main reasons for water shortage in India. 

Ans. The main reasons for water shortage in India are – 

• The unequal distribution of rainfall.  

• Uncertainty of the monsoon rains. 

• Concentration of most of the rain within 4 months of rainy season. 

Q.4.  What are the main means of irrigation in different regions of India? 

Ans. The requirement of water for irrigation in India is met through wells, tube wells, tanks, and canals. 

Q.5. “Three fourth of the world is covered with water which is renewable resource. Yet many countries 

and regions around the globe suffer from water scarcity “. Explain. 

Ans. Earth is called the watery planet because 71% of Earth’s surface is covered with water. But out of 

this 97.3 percent exist in the form of oceans, seas, gulfs, and bays. This contain saline water unfit for 

drinking or for irrigation. The rest 2.7% is in the form of freshwater. But again 70% of this freshwater is 

found as ice sheets and glaciers. Thus, only one percent of freshwater is available to us for our direct 

consumption and use. This water is also unequally distributed around the world, leading to water 

scarcity. 
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Q.6. What are multipurpose projects? Describe the main benefits of such projects. Why are they called 

the temples of modern India? 

Ans. Multipurpose river valley projects are basically designed for the development of irrigation for 

agriculture and electricity through constructions of dams. 

  Their benefits include-  

• Generation of hydroelectricity 

• Providing water for irrigation 

• Flood control 

• Navigation facilities 

• Promoting fisheries 

• Afforestation 

• Soil conservation and 

• Recreation facilities. 

Several multipurpose projects across rivers have been constructed after independence. The objective 

was overall management of water resource for the country’s development. They have been called" 

Temples of Modern India” as they have led to all round development. 

Q.7. ‘Our ancestors were wise enough to harvest the rainwater in several ways’. What are the 

advantages of harvesting rainwater?  

Ans.  Rainwater harvesting is the practice of collecting and storing rainwater runoff from roof or other 

surface for later use. Following are the benefits of rainwater harvesting: - 

• Rainwater is clean and ready to use for any non-potable need. 

• Water is conserved reducing the demand on local well and Municipal supplies. 

• Rainwater harvesting reduces storm water runoff that can cause erosion and water pollution. 

• Rainwater collection main solve drainage problems on your property. 

• It also reduces flooding. 

Q.8. What is meant by conservation of water and mention some measures to conserve water? 

Ans. Careful and economical use of water and avoiding its wastage is called conservation of water. 

            As a responsible citizen of world, we also must try to save this precious resource. Some steps that 

can be taken to conserve water are: - 

• Stop wastage of water 

• Control flow of water by proper distribution 

• Prevent water pollution 

• Adopt rainwater harvesting 

• Adopt proper means of irrigation to reduce wastage through seepage, e.g. sprinkler irrigation 

drip irrigation. 

• Afforestation also helps to increase underground water level as its text surface runoff and 

recharge groundwater 
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Q.9.   Why is water resource especially important for our country? What are the main means of 

irrigation in different regions of India? 

Ans. More than 70% of India’s huge population relies on agriculture. Limited land resource and 

increasing population in our country requires high productivity of crops .This requires adequate supply 

of water for irrigation. It is because of this reason water resource is especially important for our country. 

    The requirement for irrigation is met through wells, tube well, tanks and canals. The Indira Gandhi 

canal, Upper Doab canal, Bhakhra canal and upper Ganga Canal are some of the major canals of India. 

Several multipurpose river valley projects have been constructed to meet the demand of water for 

irrigation. 

Q.10. How industrialisation and urbanisation have exerted a great pressure on existing freshwater 

resources in India?  

Ans. Industries required a large amount of water for Ore processing of goods. This sometime Leeds to an 

acute shortage of freshwater. Excessive use of tube Wells and boring have left to groundwater depletion 

urbanisation have also led to afforestation which again resulted in lowering of groundwater level. 

       Pollution of rivers and lakes by the discharge of sewage water and industrial waste is a big menace. 

People are changing the life-giving rivers into toxic streams. Man is himself turning available freshwater 

into dirty water unfit for use. All the Metropolitan cities of India are facing acute shortage of water due 

to urbanisation and industrialisation. 

Q.11. On the outline map of India mark and label the following.  

a) Damodar valley Project 

b) Bhakra Nangal Project 

c) Hirakud Project 

d) Sardar Sarovar Project 

 


