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Understanding the Chapter   

 

 Resource Planning: Strategy for systematic and planned utilisation of 
resources for sustainable development is called resource planning. 
Necessity for Resource Planning are -   

 Planning of resources is needed to become self-dependent. 
 Our resources are limited and in short supply.  
 Over-utilisation of resources may lead to pollution of 

environment. 
 Under-utilisation of resources will result in under-development of 

the economy. 
 To develop our natural resources, there is great need to plan 

human resources. 
 Natural resources are a gift to us from nature and cultural 

resources we have inherited from our forefathers. So it is our duty 
to pass on these resources to our next generations.  
 

 
 



 

 Land Resources: Land is a very important resource as it supports natural 
vegetation, wildlife, human life, various economic activities, transport 
and communication systems etc. So, it needs to be used with care and 
concern as it is finite in extent. Careful planning of land use is critical for 
the future. India's geographical area comprises 43 per cent plain land 
area which provides facilities for agriculture and industry, 27 per cent 
consisting of plateaus which is source of minerals, fossil fuels and forests 
and 30 per cent is mountainous which ensures perennial flow of some 
rivers and provides sites for tourism and ecological aspects. 

 

Land Utilisation: In India, land resources are used for the following 
purpose – 

 Forest. 
 

 Land not available for cultivation. 
i. Barren and waste land 

ii. Land put to non-agricultural uses, e.g. buildings, 
roads, factories etc. 
 

 Other uncultivated land (excluding fallow land) 
i. Permanent pastures and grazing land 

ii. Land under miscellaneous tree crops and groves (not 
included in net sown area) 

iii. Culturable waste land (left uncultivated for more 
than 5 agricultural years) 

 
 Fallow lands 

i. Current fallow (left without cultivation for one or less 
than one agricultural years) 

ii. Other than current fallow (left uncultivated for the 
past 1 to 5 agricultural years) 
 

 Net sown area (arable land practically sown more than 
once in an agricultural year). It is also included in gross 
cropped area alongwith area sown more than on in an 
agricultural year.  

 
 

  



 

Assignment - 3 
 
 
 
 

 
Answer the following questions:  
 
 

 
(1) What two factors determine the use of land? 
 
 
(2) Why is there need for resource planning? Give reasons. 
 
 
(3) What is Fallow Land? 
 
 
(4) How gross cropped area is different from Net Sown Area? 
 
 
(5) How are the land resources used for various purposes in India? 
 


