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Understanding the Lesson 

 Time and technology are two important factors needed for changing 
substances into resources.  

 

 Resources are vital for human survival as well as for maintaining the 
quality of life. It was believed that resources are free gifts of nature.  

 

 It is the declaration signed by the world leaders in 1992 at the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), which 
took place at Rio de Janerio, Brazil. 

  

 One major objective of the Agenda 21 is that every local government 
should draw its own local Agenda 21. 

 

 The use of land is determined both by physical factors such as 
topography, climate, soil types as well as human factors such as 
population density, technological capabilities and culture and traditions, 
etc. 

 

 India has varied relief features, landforms, climatic realms and 
vegetation types. These have contributed in the development of various 
types of soils. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Defining the terms  
 

  Alluvial Plain: A level tract bordering a river on which Alluvium is 
deposited; it may be situated on a Flood-Plain, on a delta or on Alluvial 
Fan.  

 

 Alluvial Soils: One of the subgroups of the azonal soils, comprising those 
immature soils which form on recent alluvial deposits.  

 
 Arable Land: Land which is suitable for ploughing, as distinguished from 

permanent pasture and woodland. Sometimes, however, the term is 
applied specifically to land which is actually ploughed and on which 
crops are cultivated.   
 

 Badlands: Usually arid lands, generally bare of vegetation, which have 
been cut into to form a maze of ravines and sharp-crested hills. These 
soils are unfit for cultivation. 
 

 Bangar: A soil which has higher concentration of Kankar nodules than 
the Khadar. It is less fertile than Khadar.  
 

 Basin: The total area drained by a river and its tributaries.  
 

 Desert soil or Arid soil: Soils ranging from red to brown in colour. They 
are generally sandy in texture and saline in nature. 
 

 Fallow Land: Agricultural land which is not used for crops but is left 
unused in order to restore its natural fertility. 
 

 International Resources: Resources which are commonly shared 
between countries of the world and are owned and controlled by 
international organisations.    
 

 Khadar: It is a new alluvial. It has more fine particles and is more fertile 
than the bangar. 
 

 Land use pattern: Land utilisation data available for a country during a 
given period. 

 



 
 
                         

 
 

                       Assignment - 2 
 
 
 
Answer the following questions:  
 
(1) Name three states having black soil and the crop which is mainly grown in it.  
 
(2) What type of soil is found in the river deltas of the eastern coast? Give three 
main features of this type of soil.  
 
(3) What steps can be taken to control soil erosion in the hilly areas?   
 
(4) What are international resources? Give examples.   
 
(5) Which is the most widespread and important soil of India? State any five 
characteristics of this type of soil.   
 
(6) Clarify the difference between Regur soil and Laterite soil.  
 
(7) What are the major types of soils found in India? Give their main characteristics 
and the regions where they are found.  


