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Read the chapter 2- The Sound of Music 

About the chapter- The Sound of Music consists two parts- part I and part II. The 

first part of the chapter is based on the theme that earnest efforts and able guidance 

pave one's way to success. The second part is based on Bismillah Khan's music. His 

music were deeply affected by the sounds of flowing water of the Ganga. Shehnai 

replaced pungi which had a shrill unpleasant sound. Pungi's tonal quality was 

improved by a barbar of sah, hence it was named as shehnai. Ustad Bismillah Khan 

is a Shehnai Maestro. 

 

Part I- Evelyn Glennie Listens to Sound Without Hearing it 

Author- Deborah Cowley 

 
 

Summary:- When Evelyn became deaf, she was determined to lead a normal life. 

She was encouraged by her percussion teacher- Ron Forbes who advised her not to 

listen through her ears, but to open her body and mind to the vibrations. She sensed 

music through different parts of her body. She could feel the higher drum from the 

waist up and the lower one from the waist down. Similarly, when she played the 

xylophone she could sense the sound passing through the fingertips. She used to 



remove her shoes on the wooden platform. She was the master of a thousand 

instruments and most sought after as a multi-percussionist. Evelyn's secret of 

success was strong determination and hard work. The message that she gives to the 

young achievers is to work hard and get what they want. 

 
 

Part II- The Shehnai of Bismillah Khan 
 

 

Summary :- The contribution of Ustad Bismillah Khan to the world of music is 

great. Earlier, shehnai was not popular. It was a musical instrument which had sadly 

remained uncultivated and undeveloped and did not have the potential to create 

ragas. It was played traditionally in the temple at the royal courts and on the 

occasion of weddings. But Ustad Bismillah Khan proved this concept wrong by 

creating ragas on it. The credit for bringing shehnai onto the classical stage goes to 

Ustad  Bismillah Khan. He made his Gharana proud. With the opening of All India 

Radio in 1938, Bismillah got his big break. He often played Shehnai on the radio 

making it popular among the people. His memorable performances in India and 

abroad made it very popular. He was the first Indian to be invited to perform at the 

Lincoin Centre Hall in the USA. He was awarded the Padmashri, the Padma 

Bhushan, the Padma Vibhushan. He believed that people should teach music to their 

children as it is India's richest tradition. 

 
 

Word-meanings:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Percussionist        - a person who plays the drum, the tabla etc. 

Xylophon       -  a musical instrument with a row of wooden bars of different lengths 

Slight                         -  small and thin  



Jostle              -  push roughly  

Dawnting       -  frightening  

Impaired        -  weakened 

Intriguing      -  fascinating and curious 

Lilt                 -  a way of speaking 

Resonances    -  echoes of sounds 

Indispensable -  without which a piece of work cannot be done  

Celluloid        -   old-fashioned way of referring to films 

Coveted          -   much desired 

 

Q.1) Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. 

 
 

a) Who helped Evelyn to continue with music? What did he do? 

b) How does Evelyn hear music? 

c) How did Pungi get it's new name? What was it? 

d) When and how did Bismillah Khan get his big break? 

e) Where was the shehnai played traditionally? How did Bismillah Khan change this? 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
Grammar 

 
 
 

Fill the following blanks by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below. 

The city police (a)  decided to (b)  stern 

action against drivers (c)   attempt to overtake 

(d)  the left (e)  city roads. 

(a) (i) had (ii) has (iii) have 

(b) (i) take (ii) taking (iii) taken 

(c) (i) whose (ii) who (iii) which 

(d) (i) in (ii) to (iii) from 

(e) (i) in (ii) on (iii) by 

 
Article writing 

 

You are Rahul/Kanika. Recently you came across a news item about lack of fitness 

and stamina on the part of children who fall down during assembly and games period. 

Write an article for a newspaper highlighting the importance of games and sports and 

physical fitness for students in about 100-150 words. 
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