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TEXT BOOK- FOOTPRINTS WITHOUT FEET

Read the chapter-A Triumph of Surgery by James Herriot

Summary of the chapter

The narrator of the story is Mr. James Herriot.He is a veterinary surgeon.He was really worried about 
Tricki,a small dog who was pampered and overfed by his rich mistress,Mrs. Pumphrey.Tricki had become 
fat like a sausage.Mrs. Pumphrey told Mr. Herriot that the dog seemed to have no energy. He refused to 
eat even his favourite dishes.Mr. James suggested that he should be hospitalised for few days.Mrs. 
Pumphrey becomes sad,she was sure that the dog would die if he did not see her.Tricki was 
hospitalised.The narrator kept an eye on Tricki for two days.He gave him plenty of water to drink.He was 
not given food to eat.Third day onwards the dog became active.He played with the other dogs and had 
proper food.Mrs. Pumphrey feels relaxed to know that Tricki's condition was improving.She sends 
eggs,wine and brandy for Tricki ,to help him regain his health.James Herriot ,his helpers and Tricki 
enjoyed these food items.Very soon Tricki becomes hard-muscled and active.After a fortnight Mr. 
Herriot rang Mrs. Pumphrey and said that the dog was all right.Mrs. Pumphrey arrived at the narrator's 
Surgery in a big car.When Tricki saw his mistress , he ran into Pumphrey's lap.He began licking her face 
and started barking.Mrs. Pumphrey thanked the narrator and told that it was a triumph of Surgery.

WORD-MEANINGS

Bloated-as if swollen

Sausage-a thin tube like casing

Rheumy-a watery discharge from nose or eyes

Lolled-came out

Lumbago-rheumatic pain

Regime-reign

Tottering-walking weakly

Distraught-extremely worried



Swooned-became unconscious

Whimper-giving out sounds

Greyhound-kind of dog

1.Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

a.Why did Mrs. Pumphrey make a frantic call to Mr. Herriot?

b.Why was the entire staff of Mrs. Pumphrey at work while Tricki was going to the hospital?

c.How did other dogs treat Tricki?

d.What was wrong with Tricki as found by the author after the examination?

2. Answer the following question in (100-150) words:

How can you say that Mrs. Pumphrey was a rich lady? 

3.The following passage has not been edited.There is one error in each line.Write the incorrect word 
and the correction in the space provided against the correct blank number.

                                                                                                                                       Error               Correction

As the school boy,Sachin Tendulkar scored                                                (a) --------             ---------

a century the almost every innings he                                                          (b) --------             ---------     

plays.His record partnership of                                                                        (c) --------              ---------

664 with his friend Vinod Kambli on                                                              (d) --------             ---------

 inter -school match was                                                                                     (e) --------             ---------

still fresh in a hearts and minds                                                                       (f) ---------            ---------

a every cricket fan.                                                                                                (g) ---------            ---------


