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What is democracy ? Why democracy? 

 

 In the last assignment we have discussed about what is democracy ?We know that in a democracy 

rulers are elected by the people and they take major decisions .We also know that in a democratic 

system elections offer a choice and fair opportunity to the people  to change the current rulers .This 

choice and opportunity is available to all the people on an equal basis  and we also know that in a 

democratic government the exercise of the choice  leads to 

a government limited by basic rules of the constitution and citizens' rights. These are some important 

features of  democracy ,but there also are some arguments against democracy. 

 

 

Let's discuss about some arguments against democracy.  

We are the citizen  of biggest democracy  in the  world .We have witnessed that in a democracy  leaders 

keep changing and this leads to instability . We have also experienced that democracy is all about 

political competition and there is no scope for morality to take a decision .So many people had to be 

consulted ,so it leads to to delay . Most of the time  even elected leaders do not know the best interest 

of the people and sometimes it leads to bad decisions. We have witnessed that democracy leads to 

corruption for it is  based on electoral competition. Sometime  ordinary people do not know what is 

good for them . They believe that they should not decide anything . 

 



Definitely  democracy is not a magical solution for all the problems .It has not ended poverty in our 

country and in other parts of the world. Democracy as a form of government only ensures that people 

take there own decisions .This does not guarantee that their decisions will be good. People can make 

mistakes.  

 

These  arguments show that democracy of the time  may not be the ideal form of government, but 

when we compare with other forms of government we see  that democracy is better than other forms 

of government. 

 

So now we should know about the arguments for  democracy. 

 

Following arguments for democracy: 

 

1. A democratic government is a better government because it is is a more accountable form of 

government. For example we can see the Chaina's famine of 1958-1961. 

 

2. Democracy is based on consultation and discussion .  A democratic decision always involves many 

persons, discussions and meetings .When a number of people put their heads together they are able to 

point out possible mistakes in any decision .Thus democracy improves the quality of decision making. 

3. In a society people are bound to have differences of opinion and interests. This differences are   

particularly sharp  in a country like ours which has an amazing social diversity. But  a democracy 

provides the only peaceful solution to these problems .So we can say that democracy provides method 

to deal with differences and conflicts in a peaceful manner. 

4. Democracy is based on the  principle of political equality, on recognising that the poorest and the 

least educated has the same status as the rich and the educated .This shows that democracy enhances 

the dignity of citizens. 

5. There is no guarantee that mistakes cannot be made in democracy . No form of government can 

guarantee that .The  advantage in a democracy is that such mistakes can not be hidden for long . There 

is a space for public discussion on these mistakes. And  there is a room for correction . Either the rulers 

have to change their decisions,or  the rulers can be changed .This cannot happen in a non- democratic 

government. So finally we can say that democracy is better than other forms of government because it 

allows us to correct its own mistakes. 

 

Broader meaning of democracy 

----------------------------------- 



 

Till now we have considered the meaning of democracy in a limited and descriptive sense . We have 

understood democracy as a a form of Government. This way of defining democracy helps us to identify a 

clear set of minimal features that a democracy must have. 

 

Democracy  is a government in which people take decisions, but all the people cannot sit together and 

take all the decisions. Modern democracies are Representative Democracy .In such a democracy voters 

elect their representatives . These representatives take decisions on  behalf of  the people. 

The the prospects, expectations and features of a democratic system is are vast. 

 

 Though democracy is a very popular form of government, but there is no country is a perfect 

democracy .Every democracy has to try to realise the ideals of democratic decision making . This cannot 

be achieved once and for all. This requires constant effort to save and strengthen democratic forms of 

decision making. 

 

Assignment 

----------------------- 

1. What is  representative democracy? Why representative democracy is  preferred in modern times? 

 

2."Democracy is the most popular form of government emerging in modern times. Still its shortcomings 

cannot be ruled out ". Justify the statement by assessing any five shortcomings of democracy . 

 

3. Why is democracy  better than any other form of Government? Mention five arguments to support 

your answer. 

 

4 What are the difficulties people face  in non- democratic countries? 

 

5. Mention some steps taken by the democratic government of India to fight against corona virus 

pandemic. How people are supporting the government? 
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