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Chapter- 1 India - Size and Location  

 

Understanding the Lesson 

• India lies entirely in the Northern Hemisphere. The main land extends 
between latitudes 8˚4' N and 37˚6' N and longitude 68˚7' E and 97˚25' E. 
The Tropic of cancer divides the country in two halves.  

 

• The land mass of India has an area of 3.28 million square km. India's 
total area account for about 2.4 percent of the total geographical area 
of the world.  

 

• India has a land boundary of about 15,200 km and the total length of the 
coastline of the mainland including Andaman & Nicobar and 
Lakshadweep is 7,516.65 km. 

 

• The Indian landmass has the central location between the East and West 
Asia. India is a southward extension of the Asian continent. 

 

• India occupies an important strategic position in South Asia. India has 29 
states and 7 union territories. The neighbouring countries of India are - 
Bangladesh, Shri Lanka, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, 
Pakistan & Maldives.  

 

• India has had strong geographical and historical links with her 
neighbours.  

 
 



 
 
Defining the terms  
 

• Longitude: It refers to the imaginary lines that bisect the globe through 
the North and South Poles the ones that run vertically, as opposed to 
the lines of latitude that runs horizontally, parallel to the equator.  

 

• Latitude: The angular distance east or west on the earth's surface, 
measured by the angle contained between the meridian of a particular 
place and some prime meridian, as that of Greenwhich, England, and 
usually expressed in degrees.  

 
• Equator: The imaginary great circle around the earth's surface 

equidistant from the pole and perpendicular to the earth's axis of 
rotation. It divides the earth into the Northern Hemisphere and the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

 
 
 
 

                        Assignment - 1 
 
 
Multiple Choice Questions: 
(i) The Tropic of Cancer does not pass through  
      (a) Rajasthan      (b) Orissa      (c) Chhattisgarh     (d) Tripura 
 
(ii) The eastern most longitude of India is   
      (a) 97˚25' E            (b) 68˚7' E            (c) 77˚6' E             (d) 

82˚32' E 

 
(iii) Uttrakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and 
 Sikkim have common frontier with  
     (a) China       (b) Bhutan     (C) Nepal   (d) Myanmar 
 
 



 
(iv) If you intend to visit Kavarati during your summer vacations, which one of the 
following Union Territories of India you will be going to?  
    (a) Puducherry (b)Lakshadweep (c) Andaman & Nicobar (d) Diu & Daman   
 
 
 
(v) My friends hails from a country which does not share land boundary with India. 
Identify the country.  
    (a) Bhutan      (b) Tajikistan    (c) Bangladesh     (d) Nepal  
 
 
Answer the following questions:  
 
(1) Name the group of islands lying in the Arabian Sea.  
 
(2) Name the countries which are larger than India.  
 
(3) Which island group of India lies to its south-east?  
 
(4) Which island countries are our southern neighbours?  
 
(5) Give a brief description on the size of India's landmass.  
 
(6) How would you justify the naming of the Indian Ocean after India? 
 
(7) What was the significance of India's central location in ancient times? 
 
 
 

On an outline political map of India mark and name the following:  

 
(i) Tropic of Cancer (ii) Standard Meridian (iii) Southern most point 
(iv) Northern most point (v) Eastern most point (vi) Western most point 
(vii) Rajasthan  (viii) Himachal Pradesh  (ix) Assam  (x) Karnataka  



 


