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TEXT BOOK - FIRST FLIGHT

1.Read the chapter - 1. A Letter to God by G.L.Fuentes

Summary of the chapter

Lencho,a poor but hard working farmer, stands on the hill near his house and surveys the scene.He 
hopes of a good crop which needs a little rain. The rain falls but the hailstorm destroys it 
completely.Lencho sees his family ruined as they were dependent on the crop which was now 
destroyed.He has complete faith in God.He writes a letter to God to send him one hundred pesos to 
sustain them and for the seeds for next year.The post office officials laugh at seeing Lencho's letter to 
God.The postmaster decides to help Lencho in distress by sending him money.The postmaster collects 
money from the post office officials and contributes from his own pocket also.However, he is able to 
collect only seventy pesos.The money is sent to Lencho.Lencho gets angry after receiving seventy 
pesos.He is sure that God can't make mistake in sending him money.He feels that God had sent him one 
hundred pesos but the post office officials have stolen a part of it.Lencho has complete faith in God's 
magnanimity and he never forgets his devotees.He writes another letter to God to send him the balance 
money but not through the post office officials as they according to him are ' a bunch of crooks.'

WORD - MEANINGS

Crest-peak

Downpour-heavy rain

Predicted-foretold

Draped-covered

Hailstones-frozen mass of ice

Plague-disease

Conscience-inner soul

Ox of a man-a very powerful person



Amiable-friendly

Tapping-stroking

Charity-generosity

Affixed-stuck

Crooks-dishonest people  

 1.Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

a.What are the raindrops compared to and why?

b.How did Lencho react when he counted the money?What did he do thereafter?

c. What did Lencho write in his second letter to God?

d.How do you think the postmaster felt when he received Lencho's second letter?

2.Read the chapter- 2. Nelson Mandela:Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

Summary of the chapter

10th May , a day of freedom for South Africa.There was a huge gathering of international leaders and 
dignitaries in Union Building in Pretoria when the first non-white government was to be sworn in.Nelson 
Mandela delivered a speech on the victory for justice,peace and human dignity.He pledged to liberate 
his people from the clutches of poverty ,suffering and discrimation.A colourful show of jets and 
helicopters took place to show military loyalty towards the new first non-white government in South 
Africa.Two national anthems  were sung.Nelson Mandela remembered and thanked all the people who 
sacrificed their lives for the freedom of the country.Great freedom fighters like Oliver Tambo,Walter 
Sisulu, Chief Luthuli,Yusuf Dadoo and others were remembered.Mandela emphasised that the country 
was because of it's people,and not for it's minerals.Courage is not the absence of fear but the victory 
over it.People should love one another and not hate due to colour or religion.Love emanates on it's own 
and it is the natural goodness.Nelson Mandela also said that a man should balance his duties towards 
his family ,community and country.He said that freedom has many aspects.For a child it is to run and 
play.For an adult it is to fulfill the needs of his own and his family.Real freedom means equal rights for 
everyone.He desired people to live with dignity and respect.He wanted the oppressors and the 
oppressed to be liberated.According to him patience and perseverance guided by discipline were the 
key words for a  desired result.

WORD-MEANINGS

Apartheid-policy of racial segregation

Amphitheatre-large open theatre



Dignitaries- eminent persons

Oppression-torture

Besieged-surrounded

Pledged-took an oath

Emancipation-liberation

Discrimination-state of being treated differently

Demonstration-show

Bedecked-decorated

Trail-line

Inhuman-unkind

Brutality-cruelty

Prejudice-hatred

2.Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

a.What is the dream of Nelson Mandela for  the future of South Africa?

b.What was the effect of the  policy of apartheid?

c.What problem did he face in the beginning in placing his people above his family?

d.What does Nelson Mandela mean by an "extraordinary human disaster"?

3.Letter  writing

Rivers are considered sacred in our country, but they have been reduced to drains in the cities.You are 
deeply concerned seeing the condition of rivers.As Nikhil/Neha write a letter to the Editor of a national 
daily voicing your concern regarding the plight of a river near your city.(150-200 words)


