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Introduction 

Topics to be covered: 

1.Meaning of Power Sharing 

2.Case studies of Belgium and Srilanka 

3. Why power  sharing  is desirable 

4.Forms of Power Sharing. 

 

Power may be regarded as one of the  central concepts of  political science . If Power is so important for 

the study of political science ,what exactly does 'power' mean ?In politics power is usually thought  of as 

a relationship that is , as the ability to influence the behaviour of  others in a manner not of their 

choosing. It is referred to  in terms of having power over people and over groups.  In other words power 

denotes the ability of  persons or group to fulfil their desire, or   to achieve their objectives. 

 

When the power does not vest  only in one organ but shared among other organs ,levels or groups it is 

known as power sharing. 

 

Let's try to understand power sharing  through Belgium Model and  Sri Lankan Model .s 

 

Belgium Model  

___________________ 

Belgium is a federal state in Western Europe . It has borders with the Netherlands ,France, Germany and 

Luxembourg. 

 Its ethnic composition is very complex .Out of the  total population of the country 59% live in the 

Flemish region and speak Dutch language. Other 40% people live in the Wallonia region and speak 

French. The remaining 1% speak German. The capital of Belgium is Brussels, where 80% people speak 

French while 20% are Dutch speaking. The minority French speaking community was relatively rich and 



powerful This made the Dutch speaking community angry who got the benefit of economic 

development and education much later .The social disparity led to tension between Dutch and French 

speaking communities during 1950 and 1960. Finally the Belgian leaders took a different path by 

recognising the existence of regional differences and cultural diversities of the country between 1970 

and 1993. The constitution of Belgium was amended four times . Finally they reach to a conclusion. 

 

Accommodation in Belgium 

 

*The constitution 

describes that the number of Dutch and French speaking ministers shall be equal in the central 

government. 

 *The state governments are not subordinate to the central government. 

* Brussels has a separate government in which both the Dutch and French speaking people have equal 

representation . 

*Apart from the central and state government there is a third kind of government that is community 

government. It is elected by the people belonging to one language community- Dutch ,French and 

German speaking , no matter where they live. 

Belgium model has work well sofa which divided civic strife between two major communities and 

country remains united. 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

Sri Lanka has a diverse population of about 2 crore people with 74% being Sinhalese 

and 18% Tamil natives. Tamils of Sri Lanka are called Sri Lankan Tamils and they constitute 13% of the 

population .They are concentrated in the north and east of Sri Lanka. Most of Sinhalese speaking people 

are Buddhist , while most of the Tamils are Hindus or Muslims. 

The Tamilians whose forefathers came from India as plantation workers during colonial rule and settled 

in Sri Lanka are called Indian Tamils. They constitute 5% of the population .There 

are about 7% Christians who are both the Tamils  and Sinhala. 

 

Majoritarianism in Srilanka- 

 



Majoritarianism is a concept which signifies a belief that the majority community should be able to rule 

a country in whichever  away it wants, by disregarding the wishes and needs of the minority. 

 

An act was passed in 1956 which was based on majoritarianism. 

 

*This act recognised 

 Sinhala as the only official language . 

*The government followed free French shall policies that favourite singular applicants for university 

positions and government jobs. 

*The new constitution stipulated that the state shall protect and promote Buddhism. 

 

Assignment 

 

1.What do you understand by power sharing? 

2. What is ethnic composition of Belgium.  

3. Who are the Sri Lankan Tamils? 

4. Who are the Indian Tamils ? 

5.Name the capital of  Belgium . 

6.What do you understand by community -government? 

7. In which year Belgium became independent. 

8.In which year a new constitution was passed in Srilanka. 

9.What is the full form of LTTE? 

10. Name the headquarters of European Union. 

 

Long Answer type questions: 

 

1.Explain  ethnic composition of Sri Lanka. 

2. What arrangements the Belgian leaders work out to enable everyone to live together within the same 

country. 

3. What do you understand by  majoritarianism? 



 What steps were taken by the Sri Lankan Government in 1956 related to majoritarian rule in Srilanka. 

 


